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SHIPP Walter 
 

Corporal, 15987 
7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly 8th Battalion 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 2nd April 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Ribemont Communal Extension 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 31 years 

 
Walter Shipp was born around 1887 
to Samuel and Selina Shipp of Burton 
End, Haverhill.  His grandparents, 
Samuel and Sarah Shipp, both 
Haverhill born, had five children by 
1851, when Samuel was about 43 
and his wife about 36 years old.  The 
fourth of these was the future father of 
Walter.  By 1861 they had four more 
children, and several of their sons had 
become agricultural labourers like 
their father.  By 1871, Samuel senior 
had died, although his namesake was 
still at home with his mother and the 
four youngest siblings. 
 
 

In March 1875, Samuel junior married Selina (or Helena) Harding at St. Mary’s 
Church, Haverhill.  They already had a daughter, Kate, born in 1870, and had four 
more children by 1881.  By 1891 there were at least five more, including Walter, their 
eighth child, and possibly two more who died in infancy.  Following in the footsteps of 
their father, grandfather and uncles, several of the males became agricultural 
labourers, and one a bricklayer’s labourer, while several of the females followed their 
mother into the textile industry. 
 
The family lived in Burton End, and briefly in 1889, in Parsons Yard.  By 1901, 
Samuel had died and Walter was living at 55 Burton End with his mother and five of 
his brothers and sisters, and working as an agricultural labourer.  His sister Kate 
married labourer George Barber, and by 1911 Walter was living with them at 69 
Burton End.  He had found employment as a milkman with farmer Harry P. Cross.  
His mother, Selina, had died in 1904 aged 53. 
 
Walter joined the 8th Battalion Suffolk Regiment, as Private No. 15987 in the early 
months of the war, and certainly by 21st November 1914.  Although the South West 
Suffolk Echo later stated he was ‘in France within the first three months,’ his arrival 
there is recorded as 25th July 1915, the date his battalion landed, and early enough 
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to entitle him to the 1915 Star.  Later, he was transferred to the 7th Battalion and 
promoted to Corporal. 
 
From 27th to the 29th March 1918, as part of the 12th (Eastern) Division, the 7th 
Suffolks were engaged in desperate fighting in the town of Albert, defending 
bridgeheads against a German offensive.  As the Regimental History relates, they 
had ‘their backs to the wall, striving without artillery support, without bombs, rifle 
grenades, or trench mortars, and with scarcely any shovels, to stem the onrush of 
overwhelming numbers.’  At the cost of heavy loss of life, the enemy advance was 
halted, and the battalion was relieved on the 29th.   
How tragically ironic that Walter, who had survived nearly three years in France and 
been involved in this fierce three day battle, should be killed during heavy enemy 
shelling when he and his battalion were resting in billets at Henencourt on 2nd April 
1918.  He was 31 years of age.   
 
Walter was the only one the Battalion killed that day. He is buried at Ribemont 
Communal Cemetery Extension, eight kilometres south-west of Albert and five 
kilometres south of Henencourt.  
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A memorial card bearing Walter’s portrait.  
 

 

 
 


